Research Tip — Prestatehood Statutes

I.  History'

For the first 17 years after Alaska was purchased from Russia in 1867, the U.S. Army, U.S.
Navy, and Revenue Cutter Service were the governmental agencies responsible for law and
justice in Alaska.

It wasn’t until 1884 when the District Organic Act (First Organic Act) provided a partial
government for Alaska, designating it as a “district.” The First Organic Act created a civil and
judicial government and declared that the laws of Oregon would be the laws for Alaska. The
Oregon codes were replaced with laws drafted specifically for Alaska with the 1899 Alaska
Penal Code and the 1900 Alaska Civil Code.

Several compilations of these various codes were arranged in the years following their passage.
The Laws of Alaska; Embracing the Penal Code, the Code of Criminal Procedure, the Political
Code, the Code of Civil Procedure, and the Civil Code (Carter Code), was arranged by Thomas
Carter in 1900. Also completed in 1900 was Alaska Codes, Political, Civil and Civil Procedure:
Approved June 6, 1900 (Boone Code) by Charles T. Boone. An additional compilation was done
in 1906 by John Charlton, the Compilation of the Acts of Congress and Treaties Relating to
Alaska from March 30, 1867, to March 3, 1905 (Charlton Code).

The First Organic Act was problematic in that it did not create a legislature nor permit Alaskans
a delegate in Congress. These issues were remedied with the 1906 Alaska Delegate Act, which
allowed Alaskans to elect their first representative to Congress, and the 1912 Territorial Organic
Act (Second Organic Act), which gave Alaska territorial status and created the territorial
legislature, allowing for self-governance of the new territory. The Compiled Laws of the
Territory of Alaska, 1913 was the first code published for the new Territory of Alaska. Territorial
codes were also published in 1933 and 1949.

The Alaska Constitutional Convention was held during the winter of 1955-56 in Fairbanks. The
Alaska Constitution was voted on and passed in 1956, paving the way for statehood. The Alaska
Statehood Act was signed into law in July 1958 and Alaska officially became the 49" state on
January 3, 1959.

I1. Whereto Find

The following is a list of links to electronic versions of each document. Links to the Library of
Congress, HathiTrust, Govinfo, and the Alaska Legislature are freely accessible to anyone
regardless of location. HeinOnline and Westlaw are accessible from court and law library
computers. Most of these documents are also available in print at the Anchorage, Fairbanks, and
Juneau law libraries.

1884 — District Organic Act (First Organic Act); 23 Stat. 24 (May 17, 1884)
e Library of Congress

! For more information, see Jessica van Buren, Alaska Prestatehood Legal Research Resources in Prestatehood
Legal Materials: A Fifty-State Research Guide, Including New York City and the District of Columbia, Volume 1, A-
M 31-50 (Michael Chiorazzi and Marguerite Most eds., Haworth Information Press, 2005).
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https://www.loc.gov/law/help/statutes-at-large/48th-congress/Session%201/c48s1ch53.pdf
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e HeinOnline
e Westlaw

1899 — Alaska Penal Code; 30 Stat. 1253 (March 3, 1899)
e Library of Congress
e HeinOnline
e Westlaw

1900 — Alaska Civil Code; 31 Stat. 321 (June 6, 1900)
e Library of Congress
e HeinOnline
e Westlaw

1900 — The Laws of Alaska; Embracing the Penal Code, the Code of Criminal Procedure,

the Political Code, the Code of Civil Procedure, and the Civil Code (Carter Code)
[Dates for this publication are unclear. Publication for this code is sometimes listed as 1900 and sometimes as 1907,
but it is not clear if these are identical copies or individual editions. For assistance, contact library staff.]

e HathiTrust (1900)
e HathiTrust (1907)
e HeinOnline (1900)

1900 — Alaska Codes, Political, Civil and Civil Procedure: Approved June 6, 1900 (Boone
Code)
e HeinOnline

1906 — Compilation of the Acts of Congress and Treaties Relating to Alaska from March
30, 1867, to March 3, 1905 (Charlton Code)

e HathiTrust

e HeinOnline

1906 — Alaska Delegate Act; 34 Stat. 169 (May 7, 1906)
e Library of Congress
e HeinOnline
e Westlaw

1912 — Territorial Organic Act (Second Organic Act); 37 Stat. 512 (August 24, 1912)
e Library of Congress
e HeinOnline
e Westlaw

1913 — Compiled Laws of the Territory of Alaska (CLA)
e HathiTrust
e HeinOnline
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https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.statute/sal023&i=54
https://www.westlaw.com/Document/I9a982800d41e11d8a59e00065b696d43/View/FullText.html?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.loc.gov/law/help/statutes-at-large/55th-congress/session-3/c55s3ch429.pdf
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.statute/sal030&i=1297
https://www.westlaw.com/Document/Icc7d7b80d41f11d89d2d00065b696d43/View/FullText.html?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.loc.gov/law/help/statutes-at-large/56th-congress/session-1/c56s1ch786.pdf
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.statute/sal031&i=373
https://www.westlaw.com/Document/Ie4a276b0d43411d8aa0e00065b696d43/View/FullText.html?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/hvd.hl3ay0
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/hvd.hl3axa
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.sstatutes/lalemp0001&i=1
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.statecon/akcopvd0001&i=1
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/njp.32101072330937
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.sstatutes/coactalmr0001&i=1
https://www.loc.gov/law/help/statutes-at-large/59th-congress/session-1/c59s1ch2083.pdf
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.statute/sal034&i=201
https://www.westlaw.com/Document/Id7726d90e48a11d8b45d00065b696d43/View/FullText.html?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://www.loc.gov/law/help/statutes-at-large/62nd-congress/session-2/c62s2ch387.pdf
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.statute/sal037&i=538
https://www.westlaw.com/Document/I687edd60e49e11d8b1d400065b696d43/View/FullText.html?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
https://hdl.handle.net/2027/mdp.39015034620149
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.ssl/complawte0001&i=1
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1933 — Compiled Laws of Alaska, 1933 (CLA)
e HeinOnline

1949 — Compiled Laws of Alaska, 1949 (ACLA)
[See also Cumulative Supplement to the Compiled Laws of Alaska, 1949.]

e HeinOnline

1958 — Annotated Cumulative Supplement to the Compiled Laws of Alaska, 1949 (ACLA)
[Accompanies Compiled Laws of Alaska, 1949.]

e HeinOnline

1958 — Alaska Statehood Act; 72 Stat. 339 (July 7, 1958)
e Govinfo
e Alaska Legislature
e HeinOnline
e Westlaw

III. Law Library

For more information or for research assistance, contact library staff at library@akcourts.us or
(907) 264-0585.
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https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.sstatutes/caskal0001&i=1
https://heinonline.org/HOL/Index?index=ssl/lwsalask&collection=ssl
https://heinonline.org/HOL/Index?index=ssl/akcomplw&collection=sstatutes
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/STATUTE-72/pdf/STATUTE-72-Pg339.pdf
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/get_documents.asp?session=29&docid=29890
https://heinonline.org/HOL/P?h=hein.statute/sal072&i=381
https://www.westlaw.com/Document/I492223a0e48f11d8a72700065b696d43/View/FullText.html?transitionType=Default&contextData=(sc.Default)&VR=3.0&RS=cblt1.0
mailto:library@akcourts.us

